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the length of wood is
vertical the line lies in
a groove. Some plumb
levels have a spirit
level in the top.

Plumb Line. De-
vice used by builders
to determine the verti-
cality of a surface.
A length of cord has
at one end a cone-
shaped plummet of
brass or lead. When
fixed or held by its
free end, the plumb
line adopts a position
so that the point of
the weight is directed
to the centre of grav-
ity of the earth. If
the object being tested
is not truly vertical,
the space between the
plnmb line and [thf*
object will taper
towards the top or
bottom.

Plume Bird. Name
sometimes applied to
the genus Epimachus.
See Bird of Paradise.
Flume Moths.
Small, elegantly
shaped moths belong-
ing to two families,
The wings are cleft
into narrow plume-like
divisions fringed with
hairs along their mar-
gins. In the family PteropJioridae
the forewings are longitudinally
cleft into two or, more rarely, three
or four divisions, and the hind
wings into three. Some 32 species
are British. In the Orneodidae fam-
ily both pairs of wings are cleft
into six or more divisions; only
one species is British.

Plumer, HEBBEBT CHARLES
ONSLOW PLUMEB, IST VISCOTTNT
(1857-1932). British soldier. Born
March 13,1857, he went from Eton
to a commission in the York and
Lancaster Regiment in 1876. He
served in the Sudan, 1884, and in
1896 as a major raised and com-
manded a
mounted force
during the
Matabele ris-
ing. After ser-
vice in the S.
African War
he became a
major-general.
He was made
Lord Plumer quartermaster-
British soldier general, with a
seat on the army council, 1904, and
during 1911-14 commanded the
northern district. In 1906 he was
knighted.

Plumb level
and line

In Jan., 1915, Plumer was sent
to France to lead the 5th corps,
and in May assumed command of
the 2nd army. The great British
attack on Messines (q.v<), which
Plumer directed in 1917, was re-
garded as one of the best planned
and executed operations of the
First Great War. From Nov., 1917,
to March, 1918, he was G.O.C. of
the expeditionary force to Italy,
and then returned to the 2nd
army. In 1919 he was made
a field-marshal and a baron.
Governor of Malta, 1920-24, and
high commissioner for Palestine,
1925-28, raised to a viscounty in
1929, and died July 16, 1932. The
2nd viscount [died, Feb. 24, 1944,
leaving no heir. Consult Plumer of
Messines, C. Harrington, 1935.

Plump ton. Village of Sussex,
England. It is 44 m. S. of London
and is served by rly. The church
is mainly Early English, and there
is a racecourse at which meetings
are held from Sept. to May. Pop.
764. There is also a Plumpton in
the W. Riding of Yorkshire 2 in.
from Knaresborough.

Plum Pudding. National
Christmas dish in England. It is
composed of raisins, sultanas, cur-
rants, lemons, chopped apples,
candied peel, sugar, breadcrumbs,
flour, suet, salt, spice, and eggs.
These mixed materials are gen-
erally, though not necessarily,
moistened with beer or stout and
brandy. The quality of the pud-
cling largely depends on the stirring
and mixing. When ready it is
either put into a pudding basin
with a cloth tied tightly over it, or
boiled in a cloth. In either case
the time of boiling should be from
six to eight hours. In Elizabethan
times neither cloth nor basin was
used, and the dish from which the
Christmas pudding has evolved
was known as plum porridge.

Plumstead. London district.
Part of the met. bor. of Woolwich,
it is in Kent, 10| m. by rly. E. of
Charing Cross, and is served by
tram and bus. The, church of S.
Nicholas, with early 17th century
square tower, was displaced in
1864 as the parish church by S.
Margaret's, built 1858. In High
Street are public baths, public
library, opened 1904, and S.
Nicholas hospital. In addition to
the marshes, the open spaces in-
clude Plumstead Common, Bostall
Heath, acquired for the public in
1877-78, and Bostall Woods, ac-
quired in 1892, in all nearly 134
acres. Woolwich Arsenal football
ground was once in the dist. Plum-
stead was heavily bombed in
1940 and 1944. Pop. est. 50,000,

Plumstead manor was given bv
King Edgar in 960 to the abbot
and monks of S. Augustine's, Can-
terbury, and in the 18th century
passed to Queen's College, Oxford.
The marsh was walled by tho
monks of Lesnea or Lessness Abbey,
but after 1527 its 2,000 acres lay
under water for 36 years, until the
work of reclamation was begun in
1563 by Giacomo Aconzio ; part is
used for gun-testing.
Plunket, WILLIAM CONYNGHAM
PLUNKET, LST BAKON (1764-1854).
Irish lawjrer and politician. Born
at Enniskillen,
July 1, 1764,
he studied law
at Dublin
university and
Lincoln's Inn,
London, a n d
was called to
the Irish bar
in 1787. Plun-
ket entered the
Irish parlia-
ment m 1798
in the Whig interest, and strongly
opposed the Union. He was Irish
attorney-general, 1805-07, and
again in 1812. He first sat in the
British parliament in 1807, as a
champion of Catholic Emancipa-
tion. From 1812 to 1827, with one
short interval, he represented Dub-
lin university, and then was ap-
pointed chief justice of the com-
mon pleas, entering the house of
lords as Baron Plunket. In 1830 he
was made lord chancellor of Ire-
land, retaining the office until
1841. He died Jan. 5, 1854.
Plunket, WILLIAM CONYNGHAM
PLITNKET, 4ra BARON (1828-97).
Irish prelate. A son of the 3rd
Baron Plunket, he was bora in
Dublin, Aug. 26, 1828. Educated
at Cheltenham and Trinity College,
Dublin, he was ordained in 1857.
In 1869 he became preoentor of
S. Patrick's cathedral, Dublin; in
1876 was consecrated bishop of
Meath; and from 1884 to 1897 was
archbishop of Dublin. A leader
among evangelicals, he took _a
prominent part in resisting dis-
establishment and afterwards in
directing the Church on its altered
career. He succeeded to the title
in 1871 and died April 1, 1897,
The 7th baron, Patrick (b.
Sept. 8,1923), succeeded his father
in the peerage in 1938.
Pluakett, Sin HORACE CURZON
(1854-1932). Irish statesman.
Third son of the 16th Baron
Dunsany,hewasbornOct. 24,1854,
and after passing through Eton
and University College, Oxford,
made a fortune as a cattle-rancher
in Montana. 1879-89. Astrongsup-